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Week Two Discussion 2
Covert actions are activities that the United States undertakes that influences economic, political or military decisions with the assumptions that the general public will not know the operations. The executive comprises of the president and it is the branch that is mandated and expected to deal with covert operations. According to Lowenthal, (2017), covert operations are solved by the central intelligence agency as directed and controlled by the president. Nevertheless, the government ensures that covert actions in the country are undertaken secretly in order to protect the national interests of the country based on political and economic aspects of the American people.
	Again, the president has more control in dealing with convert operations since he considers the entire national security before any operation begins. Before acting on any covert operations, the question as to why and how policies should be implemented is first asked. In addition, information about covert operations is well analyzed before any move is made.Some covert actions are difficult to assess hence requiring the president to consider the appropriate criteria that should be used before they are triggered (Lowenthal, 2017). After the president has made concrete decisions in regard to the covert actions, he issues directives to the central intelligence agencies. Thus,the president considers national security of the country which is sensitive and focuses on solving American citizens that might be in the operation. 
Another reason as why the president has more control dealing with covert operations is the need to adhere to the secrecy oath. According to Lowenthal (2017), the president respects the oath of secrecy and keeps secrets from minor government officials and the public in general. This is because covert operations should be kept unknown from the public in order to avoid discussions and judgments from controversial citizens. Again, covert operations are controlled by the president since he is able to avoid aggressive journalists and media that may be determined to investigate certain missions. As a matter of fact, it is hard for the information to go viral or leak when it is with the president compared to cases where the Congress or other branches are expected to control covert operations.
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